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tematic examination of the remarkable formation at present in progress would place in a still 
stronger light the relationship of its fauna to that of the Cretaceous period; since the speci- 
mens which our few dredgefnls contained can only be considered as a mere sample of the 
varied forms of animal life which this part of the ocean bottom sustains, —its 'Urschleim' 
being both physically and physiologically the foundation of the whole." 

The authors also refer to deep sea forms found in the Mediterranean : 

"That bivalve and gasteropod molluscs, as well as zoophytes, can exist at depths even ex- 
ceeding that just named, has been clearly proved by the remarkable observation of M. Alphonse 
Milne-Edwards (which does not seem to receive the attention it merits), that when the subma- 
rine telegraph cable between Sardinia and Algiers was taken up some years since for repairs, 
several living polyparies and molluscs were attached to portions of it which had been sub- 
merged to a depth of from 1093 to 1577 fathoms. Of these, some had been previously consid- 
ered very rare, or had been altogether unknown, whilst others were only known in a fossil 
state, as belonging to the fauna of the later tertiaries of the Mediterranean basin."— Scientific 
Opinion. 

Honey Bees killed by Pollen. — In an article in the Naturalist for 
February on "Honey-bees killed by Silk-weed Pollen," you say "we have 
never before heard of an insect actually losing its life from this cause." 
In 1860 my attention was called to the same fact; many hives had their 
stocks seriously reduced from this cause. On a single specimen I counted 
over one hundred pollen masses attached to the claws and legs. When 
the claws are thus fettered, the bee cannot climb upon the combs nor col- 
lect honey, and is soon expelled from the, hive and must die. The unfet- 
tered bees tumble them out with little ceremony. As the common silk- 
weed (milk-weed we call it here) needs insect aid to free its pollen masses, 
and thus secure the fertilization of the stigma, there are peculiarities in 
the structure of the flower to secure this result; and for this purpose 
the pollen masses are attached to a cleft gland. When the insect visits the 
flower to secure its honey, of which there is an abundance, it must step 
or the gland to reach the nectary, and a hair or claw entering the cleft 
becomes fast. To free itself the insect must pull out the gland with the 
pollen attached or remain and die ; and the latter is really the fate of 
many small flies and moths. — J. Kirkpatrick, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Lingula found living in Califorxia. — Mr. Tryon announced that 
Dr. W. Newcomb had dredged at Monterey, California, one living speci- 
men of Lingula albida Sowb., which is probably the northern limit of the 
species, and not in accordance with the general rule of distribution. — 
Proceedings of the Goncliologieal Section of the Philadelphia Academy of 
Natural Sciences. 

GEOLOGY. 

Prehistoric Pictures of the Cave Horse in France. — Prof. Owen 
states that outlines of the head of different individuals of the cave horse 
when alive, neatly cut on the smooth surface of a rib of the same species, 
have been discovered by the Vicomte de Lastic St. Jal, in 1863, in his 
cavern at Bruniquel, under circumstances which indisputably showed the 
work to have been done by one of the tribe of men inhabiting the cavern, 
and slaying the wild horses of that locality and period for food. — Scientific 
Opinion. 



